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Why the Spartacist League 
supports TUSC

And why other groups should 
do the same

Below is a transcript of the presentation by 
 Eibhlin McColgan of the SL to the 3 February 
2024 TUSC Convention in Birmingham, edited for 
publication.

***

Thank you comrades, I appreciate being given 
the time to explain why the Spartacist League has 
applied to participate in TUSC’s election cam-
paign. We think it is a good initiative. We agree 
with TUSC comrades — it absolutely is in the inter-
ests of the working class to have a socialist oppo-
sition to Starmer’s Labour in the election. We wel-
come TUSC’s campaign because it draws a class 
line against Starmer. We are prepared to build that 
campaign and to make it successful. We would like 
to stand a candidate under the TUSC banner; we 
are prepared to campaign for and vote for TUSC 
candidates where possible.

We agree that TUSC’s core policies are a min-
imum that voters would expect from a socialist 
campaign. We have two amendments to be debated 
under the next agenda point: we think we should 
only vote for left MPs who oppose a Starmer gov-
ernment and we’re opposed to supporting prison 
guards. But, to answer Comrade Nellist’s question, 
even if our amendments are voted down we are 
still prepared to run as TUSC candidates and sup-
port TUSC’s initiative.

We very much appreciate that TUSC gives par-
ticipating organisations the autonomy to run their 
own independent campaigns. The turnout here 

today is disappointing: we think all the other left 
groups should join forces in a united electoral 
opposition to Starmer, fight together for the things 
that we agree on, while presenting their own inde-
pendent views.

I want to explain our independent campaign 
and show how it’s different from TUSC’s. At the 
same time I will show that adding our programme 
to the TUSC campaign will build up TUSC and 
strengthen it as a working-class opposition to 
Starmer.

Our difference with TUSC is simple. TUSC 
has dozens of good and supportable demands. But 
taken together the programme becomes a laun-
dry list that tries to satisfy everyone and offend 
no-one. In trying to appease left MPs and union 
leaders, it promises everything that Corbyn prom-
ised — including in his 2019 manifesto — but which 
he could not deliver. The question is why? That’s 
because Corbyn was not prepared to engage in a 
serious confrontation with the capitalist rulers. We 
think TUSC’s programme has the same problem.

Our programme offers five bold, sharp demands 
that throw down the gauntlet to the capitalist class. 
The theme is:

Workers must run the country!
1. Liberate Palestine!
2. Down with NATO! 
3. Expropriate the banks!
4. Citizenship rights for immigrants!
5. Down with the monarchy!
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I’m sure every socialist organisation in the coun-
try — and everyone in this room — agrees with 
these demands. They are intended to give a voice 
to the visceral class hatred of the millions of peo-
ple who despise Starmer, especially over his sup-
port to the genocide of the Palestinians. They will 
drive the likes of Starmer and Blair hysterical. And 
they put it squarely to the left Labour and trade 
union leaders: what side are you on?

Down with NATO: This is a red line for the 
British ruling class that takes its marching orders 
from Washington. It also drives a wedge against 
the likes of Sharon Graham and John McDonnell  
who are warmongers over Ukraine.

Expropriate the banks: The only way to rein-
dustrialise the so-called Red Wall working-class 
areas of England, as well as Scotland and Wales, 
is to seize the capital in the City of London.

Citizenship rights for immigrants: This 
demand is to cut through the obscene racist 
squabbling over how to get rid of refugees that 
are rotting in prison camps.

Down with the monarchy: We’ve had enough 
of Labour and trade union leaders bowing and 
scraping before the Crown as we saw when 
the Queen croaked. We developed a saying at 
that time—“A leadership that’s too spineless to 

oppose the monarchy will never have the back-
bone to confront the British ruling class.”
We’re not promising the moon. We are promis-

ing a serious confrontation with the ruling class. 
Our aim is to give a taste of what an actual work-
ers government would look like. It’s not a parlia-
mentary body where you elect a majority of social-
ist MPs. The model for TUSC is the same “broad 
church” that led to disaster for Corbyn. Corbyn’s 
programme did touch on some of the bourgeoisie’s 
red lines, including his opposition to Trident and to 
the European Union. But when he became Labour 
leader, Corbyn was faced with a choice. He could 
either organise a serious confrontation with the rul-
ing class or cave in. He caved in, because Corbyn’s 
programme did not politically equip him for a seri-
ous confrontation with the capitalist order.

To conclude: our perspective will strengthen 
TUSC as a working-class opposition to Starmer. 
Our approach to TUSC is a small step in our over-
all goal, which is to build a socialist movement 
in this country in opposition to Labour by totally 
breaking the mould that has paralysed the left for 
decades. We aim to unite under one banner all the 
forces that are committed to waging the kind of 
uncompromising class battles that it will take to 
bring down the rotten British ruling class.
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It is not just the weather that is rub-

bish. An icy wind of political reaction 

is blowing all over Britain and Europe. 

Everyone can see that on the job, the 

fighting mood of last year has given way 

to resignation. Inflation is supposed to be 

down, but the end of the month is only 

getting harder. Many are looking at their 

meagre payslip wondering how a few 

percentage points can even come close to 

making up for the worsening conditions. 

The NHS, schools, rail, housing are still 

crumbling, but no one is talking about 

that any more. Instead, Labour and the 

Tories both promise to attack working 

people and are having a pissing contest 

over who can better brutalise and deport 

migrants.
The truth is that the trade unions are 

weaker and more discredited than before 

last year’s strike wave. In many work-

places, bosses are taking advantage by 

pushing speed-up, increased workloads, 

unsafe conditions and redundancies. If 

you are unhappy, you can shut up or 

leave, and if you have a meltdown, the 

union rep can give you a hug.

If that weren’t enough, Israel’s mur-

derous blitzkrieg on Gaza has only 

added to the gloom. While hundreds of 

thousands have joined protests, in work-

places this war is fuelling a climate not 

of resistance but of division and repression. 

Standing up against genocide means risking 

your job and being branded an anti-Semite. 

Opposing Hamas means to risk being seen 

as a supporter of Israel. Since no trade union 

or Labour leader is willing to take a seri-

ous stance for Palestine (tepid speeches for 

peace on Saturdays do not count), there is a 

profound sense of powerlessness. No won-

der many at work prefer to just avoid the 

subject. “Keep calm, carry on and everyone 

for themselves.” Welcome to Britain’s cold 

winter of reaction.

Defeat of strike wave looms large

Stumbling in this icy storm are the vari-

ous “socialist” groups, each as disoriented 

as the next. Have you ever tried to make 

sense of what is going on in Britain by read-

ing the newspapers of the far left? Good 

luck. The Morning Star, Socialist Worker, 

the Socialist, Socialist Appeal etc all have 

their own campaign of self-delusion about 

the current political context, clueless about 

the task of socialists and mindlessly run-

ning around.
To understand the current climate of reac-

tion and the disorientation of the left, one 

must look to the strike wave. The surge of 

trade union struggles in the autumn and 

winter of 2022-23 represented the first real 

opportunity in decades to turn the tide in 

favour of the working class. With the Tories 

hanging by a thread, a real offensive by the 

trade unions could have swept away this rot-

ten government and put Keir Starmer and his 

clique of Blairites in a chokehold. The strike 

wave had the potential to halt the destruction 

of living standards, reverse the war on public 

services and bring back the organised work-

ing class as a real political force.

But this is obviously not what happened. 

From beginning to end, the strikes were 

dragged out, undermined and led to defeat. 

The Tories did not even have to do much. 

The leaders of the unions themselves, by 

refusing to organise a real confrontation 

with the ruling class, were able to demor-

alise their members and quash the move-

ment. Because of this betrayal, the work-

ers movement, the only force which can 

fix “broken Britain”, was taken out of the 

political equation, opening the door to 

reaction. (For a full analysis of this defeat, 

read “Strike wave faces defeat: leaders to 

blame — How to rebuild union power”, 

Workers Hammer no 250, Summer 2023.)

All the far-left organisations spent the 

strike wave cheering the same “left” union 

leaders, like Mick Lynch or Sharon Gra-

ham, who were leading the movement 

astray. And since then, none of them has 

been able to tell the simple truth: the strike 

wave was defeated, betrayed by its own lead-

ers. Without this understanding, it is impos-

sible to orient working-class militants or 

make sense of what is going on in Britain.

Gaza protests and the left

With no serious lessons drawn, these 

“socialist” groups stood disarmed as the 

bloody war on Gaza erupted. They threw 

themselves into pro-Palestinian activism, 

mistaking the huge outpouring on the 

streets for a turn to the left. The Socialist 

Workers Party (SWP) thinks this is akin 

to the Vietnam War. Socialist Appeal is 

running around screaming about “com-

munism” and “intifada until victory”. The 

Socialist Party thinks that the sacking of 

Suella Braverman is a gain, while every-

body knows she orchestrated it to jump out 

of Sunak’s sinking ship. After a summer of 

stagnation, the pro-Palestinian movement 

acted like a sugar rush for the left.

What is happening in Gaza is not the 

Tet Offensive but ethnic cleansing of an 

entire people. So, while hundreds of 

thousands have come out in justified 

anger, the protests are dominated by 

liberal outrage and a sense of power-

lessness. After the ceasefire (which was 

the main demand of these marches), 

the demonstrations and the opposition 

inside Labour are a shadow of their for-

mer selves. For those who remain on 

the streets, demoralisation sets in.

Had the strike wave been successful, 

the workers movement would be playing 

a leading role in the struggle for Pales-

tine, making it harder for the Tories and 

Labour to support genocide. But because 

of its defeat, the unions barely play any 

role. Now, everyone on the left is calling 

for working-class actions against arms 

shipments to Israel. But such needed 

actions face the exact same obstacle as 

the strike wave: trade union leaders who 

either openly support British imperial-

ism and Israel or make tepid speeches 

while refusing to cross the government’s 

red lines. In both cases, the result is the 

same: the leadership of the unions props 

up British imperialism.

The task of socialists in the pro-

Palestine movement is to attack its 

liberal illusions, wage war on the pro-

Zionist union leaders and fight to reor-

ient the movement in a revolutionary 

direction. But is this what the left does? 

Is it saying what needs to be said against 

the left-Labourites and union leaders? No! 

Their statements and interventions are all 

identical in opportunistically tailing the 

movement. We urge our readers to look at 

how we fight for a Marxist pole in the Pal-

estinian liberation movement (pages 12 and 

9) and see for themselves.

Left out in the cold

As Britain is going through a winter of 

reaction, the left is in swimsuits. From the 

defeat of the strikes to the pro-Palestine 

marches, it jumps from blunder to defeat 

with no compass or sense of the current 

situation and what to do.

The gold star for delusion probably 

goes to Socialist Appeal, which will soon 

rebrand itself as the Revolutionary Com-

munist Party. Why? Because “ever-larger 

layers are looking towards Marxism, revolu-

tion, and communism” (Socialist Appeal, 17 

November). Oh boy…. It is one thing to see 

that the growing crisis of the world order 

is leading some youth towards more radical 

ideas. It is another to proclaim the march of 

communism to be on an unstoppable rise, 
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