DROP THE CHARGES AGAINST SAVVAS
MICHAEL MATSAS AND KONSTANTINOS
MOUTZOURIS!
27 August - The Trotskyist Group of Greece (TGG), sympathizing section of the International
Communist League (ICL-FI), demands that all charges against Savvas Michael Matsas, Secretary
General of the Workers Revolutionary Party (EEK), and Konstantinos Moutzouris, former rector
of the National Technical University of Athens, be dropped. Michael is being targeted because
he is a leftist and because he is Jewish, and is falsely accused of “defamation” against Golden
Dawn because the May 2009 issue of the party’s journal New Perspective characterized them as
a Nazi organization that incites racist attacks against immigrants. He is also charged with
“disturbance of the civil peace” and “incitement of violent assaults and conflict.” Konstantinos
Moutzouris is accused of allowing the independent news portal Indymedia to use university
servers.
Following several anti-fascist demonstrations in early 2009 in defense of immigrants, the
fascist Golden Dawn filed a lawsuit against numerous parties and individuals, such as the
Communist Party of Greece (KKE), the left coalition of ANTARSYA, SYRIZA, as well as immigrant
organizations. In total, they listed 80 people. After three years the police conducted
interrogations and Konstantinos Moutzouris and Savvas Michael were singled out for
prosecution. Their trial is scheduled for 3 September 2013.
Savvas Michael and Konstantinos Moutzouris had done nothing criminal. This
prosecution by the state is nothing other than an attempt to intimidate anti-fascists into silence
and passivity. The actions of these two men were in defence of the working class, the left,
immigrants and minorities. The trade unions, minority organizations and the left – all intended
targets of the fascists – must rally behind those accused and demand all charges be dropped
immediately!
This case has also fueled a climate in which a vile online anti-Semitic campaign has been
whipped up against Savvas Michael with calls to “hit the Jewish vermin” and describing him as
“an instrument of the World Jewish Conspiracy to foment civil war among Greeks to impose a
Judeo-Bolshevik regime in Greece” (“Resolution of Solidarity” at www.change.org/petitions).
The savage attacks by the Greek capitalists and by the imperialist EU against Greek working
people over the past 5 years have led to many protests and struggles by the working class and
the left. At the same time attacks on the left are increasing while nationalism, anti-immigrant
racism and hostility to anything not considered “pure Greek” are on the rise. It is in this context
that Savvas Michael and Konstantinos Moutzouris are facing charges.

It is in the interest of the working class and all the oppressed to defend Savvas Michael
and Konstantinos Moutzouris against capitalist repression and chauvinist poison.
We demand that the charges against Savvas Michael and Konstantinos Moutzouris be
dropped now!
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